
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
December 21, 2025  @ 10:30am:   Fourth  Sunday of Advent  

Worship Leader:  Pastor John Mayer Dut Musician:  Colleen Bowen 
Worship Assistants:  Cheryl Bauer Hyde, Merv Bender, Joy Gjesdal, Lisa Haight, Wayne Hyde 

  
Choir meets at 9:30am, and will sing during the Service; Coffee in the Peace Chapel (9:45am) 

Sunday School during the Service following the Childrenõs message 
The service is broadcast live at 10:30am and posted on the Messiah YouTube channel. 

 
 
 

Prayers for Healing and On-Going Health Concerns:  
We pray for comfort and healing for all those who are suffering in body, mind or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their time of need. 

 
Congratulations Juma Mamur & Adok Awan on the exciting birth of their 
daughter Nyibol Moneyrew Awan, born Friday, December 12 in Prince 
Albert.  Both mom and infant are at home in good health. 

 

UPCOMING @ MESSIAH  

Christmas Eve 
     Service 

@ Messiah on Thursday, December 24, beginning at 5pm. 
A candlelight reflection of Lessons & Carols. 

 
Christmas 

Choir 

 
Choir meets Sunday, December 21, at 9:30am in the Sanctuary. Everyone welcome, come and 
make a joyful noise unto the Lord.  Performances will be at the December 21 and 24 services. 
 

Caring Ministry 
& Community 

Service 

- Food Bank:  donation suggestion list in the Narthex 

- Stepping Stones Shelter donations:  drop off box in the Narthex for blankets, hygiene 

items, towels, winter jackets, mitts, toques, socks and underwear. 

 

 
Bible Studies 

In the Peace 
Chapel or  
via Zoom 

 
Weekly on Wednesday at 7pm ð Zoom ID: 885 6495 2469 & Passcode: 518446  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88564952469?pwd=yAY3S5UwbKXH7MLDyTJxTLN0IpkcrZ.1 
Monthly on third Tuesday at 7pm ð Zoom ID: 859 1940 4343; Passcode: 210248; 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85919404343?pwd=t0A2kA5mg58xSGnD5IQpzOSeNfuNjR.1 

 

 
Coffee & 

Conversation 

 
An informal gathering on the first and third Thursdays ï (next January 15) 

 @ 10am in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome! 
 

 

 

M essiah Lutheran Church  
Website:  www.messiahluthpa.com 

Facebook / YouTube:   MessiahLutheranChurchPrinceAlbert 
 

Pastor John Mayer Dut 
 Cell:  306.961.0877  

Pastor.mlc@sasktel.net 

 
Messiah Office / Lisa Haight 

Phone:  306.763.7374 
messiah@sasktel.net 

Messiah Office Hours:  Closed December 22 - January 1 

Love is the fourth 

Sunday of Advent 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88564952469?pwd=yAY3S5UwbKXH7MLDyTJxTLN0IpkcrZ.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85919404343?pwd=t0A2kA5mg58xSGnD5IQpzOSeNfuNjR.1
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
mailto:Pastor.mlc@sasktel.net
mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
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Confirmation 
Classes 

Contact Pastor John (306.961.0877) 

Senior Home 
Services 
monthly 

Mont St. Joseph Home (first Wednesday); Points West Living (first Thursday); 
Good Shepherd Villas (second Tuesday). Pineview Terrance (fourth Wednesday) 

 
Financial Stewardship at Messiah:  If you are away or not regularly attending Sunday Services, offerings can be 

brought to the Messiah office (phone 306.763.7374) OR donate electronically weekly/monthly (preauthorized 
deposit) OR etransfer to messiah@sasktel.net (no password needed).  Contact Cheryl at 306.961.2967. 

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Messiah 

 

Around the Community, the Saskatchewan Synod & beyond é 
 

 ELCIC National Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 
ôRooted in Faith, conversations Across the Churchõ 

The conversation on November 30 was recorded, and is available at this link - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/fNHs66cAMnF6M_IY1eTBpmIQokV76Jo7xMH4qefDF3uYyF8I8MLf698D5WR8V9Y.0YSjF9Gr41RS

BK5V or go to the ELCIC.ca website.  The next conversation will be on February 22, 2026. 
 

 

 
Twinkle Tour (6:30 ï 8:30pm):  December 20, 21, 31. 
Keep checking the website kinasao.ca for updates,  

And information about Kinasao programs. 

  
Canadian Lutheran World Reliefôs Gifts from the Heart catalogue has something to inspire 
and delight anyone on your Christmas gift list this year. Itôs full of meaningful, tangible gifts 

that will touch your loved ones and share Godôs love with the world!  
Copies are available on the table in the Narthex, or you can shop online at clwr.org/GFTH 

 
AIP332: Singing in the 
Lutheran Tradition, 
taught by The Rev. 
Kristian C. Kohler, a 
liturgical scholar and a 
ELCA rostered minister.   

This course explores the rich history of Lutheran hymnody as a doxological, formational, and 
instructional practice. Participants will engage hymns not simply as music, but as theological texts, 
critically examining their musical, textual, and confessional dimensions, and considering their role 
in both public worship and private devotion.  Students will also gain practical skills for planning and 
leading congregational song, making this course especially valuable for worship leaders, 
musicians, pastors, and lay leaders alike.  Course details:  Mondays, 5 ð 8pm; January 5 ð 
February 13, and March 9 ð April 20 (via Zoom); Open to lay people who wish to audit and 
deepen their understanding of worship and hymnody.  To register or inquire, contact:   
Colleen Walker, Registrar; colleen.walker@saskatoontheologicalunion.ca 

 Thankful for 50 years of Godõs work through Stephen Ministries! 
 
https://www.stephenministries.org/CareMail/2025/Thanksgiving_Week_Message/Thanksgiving_Week_Message.
html  

 

Invitation to the Final Service of St. Mark Lutheran Church, Markinch, SK 
Members of the Sask Synod are warmly invited to attend the final worship service at 
St. Mark Lutheran Church (210 Royal Street) on Sunday, December 21, at 11am. 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/fNHs66cAMnF6M_IY1eTBpmIQokV76Jo7xMH4qefDF3uYyF8I8MLf698D5WR8V9Y.0YSjF9Gr41RSBK5V
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/fNHs66cAMnF6M_IY1eTBpmIQokV76Jo7xMH4qefDF3uYyF8I8MLf698D5WR8V9Y.0YSjF9Gr41RSBK5V
https://sasksynod.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=939123b41ffce20825ef9794d&id=8b7fe08c3d&e=625f6a450c
mailto:colleen.walker@saskatoontheologicalunion.ca
https://www.stephenministries.org/CareMail/2025/Thanksgiving_Week_Message/Thanksgiving_Week_Message.html
https://www.stephenministries.org/CareMail/2025/Thanksgiving_Week_Message/Thanksgiving_Week_Message.html
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Sunday, December 21, 2025 ð Fourth Sunday of Advent 
GATHERING & WELCOME 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Introduction:  Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The 
gospel is Matthewôs account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
During these final days of Advent we pray, ñO come, O come, Emmanuel,ò a beloved hymn based on the O 
Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of 
Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 
 
GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also, with you. 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING:  THE PROMISE OF LOVE 
Advent is a time to celebrate Godôs love.  Godõs love is pure. 
We celebrate by loving our neighbors as ourselves.  Godõs love is everlasting. 
We celebrate by loving the Lord our God with all our hearts.  Godõs love is all-powerful. 
We celebrate by spreading Godôs love to a world in need.  Godõs love is freely given to all. 

 
Today we light four candles ï the candle of hope, the candle of peace, the candle of joy, and the candle of 
love. The light of this fourth candle reminds us that God so loved the world that he gave his only son, that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish, but have everlasting light.  And God did not send his Son to 
condemn the world, but to love the world, and to set it free. 
 
Prayer:  Let us pray.  Gracious God, as we ponder your great and eternal love, we think of our own 
limited understanding. We think of the words of Nelson Mandela: òPeople must learn to hate, and if 
they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love.ó Teach us to love as you have loved and help us 
learn to share that love with the world around us. Amen. 

 
ELW#240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (vs.1-4) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free 
us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 
Choir: òI Wonder as I Wanderó 
 
Childrenõs Time 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, 
Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human 
attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: 
Immanuel, God is with us! 
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10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11ñAsk a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven.ò 12But Ahaz said, ñI will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.ò 13Then Isaiah said, ñHear 
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name 
him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 
kings you are in dread will be deserted.ò  The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the 
cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
4O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
18And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letterôs opening he introduces himself as an 
apostle divinely appointed to spread Godôs gospel. The gospelôs content is the promised coming of Christ, 
and Paulôs mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman 
audience. 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power according to 
the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have 
received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of 
his name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all Godôs beloved in Rome, who are 
called to be saints:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELWp.188) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia.   
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 1st Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her 
quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, ñJoseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.ò 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
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 23ñLook, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,ò  
which means, ñGod is with us.ò 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife 25but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to 
a son, and he named him Jesus.  The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon:  Pastor John Mayer Dut 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  Congregation suggestions (ELW#239 - ELW#300 Advent/Christmas section) 

 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, 
the nations, and the whole creation.  God of grace, hear our prayer 

. . . 
When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt overwhelms us, come to 
our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the challenges of depression, or who are ill (especially). 
Savannah, Lyla, Ken, Annette & Dennis, Daryl, Larissa/Taylor & family, Len, Dick, Treasa, Diana, 
Leon, Sheila, Waynne, Pearl, Stanley, Michelle, Trudy, Rose, Barb, Rose, Sheila, Sharon, Jean, 
Audrey, and all those we name aloud or in our hearts.  Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery 
and medical procedures. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

. . . 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus 
Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 
 
PEACE: The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also, with you.  We share a sign of Peace. 

 
THANKSGIVING & MEAL 

 
OFFERING SONGS:  Congregation suggestions - from ELW#239 - ELW#300 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.  Through this 
meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom 
come.  Amen. 
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 
us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn (ELWp.190): Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of powõr and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the 
highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the 
highest. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
LORDõS PRAYER (ELWp.191) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion:  Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC: ELW#294 ôIn the Bleak Midwinterõ 

ELW#282 ôIt Came Upon the Midnight Clearõ 
 
Prayer after Communion:  God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.  Send us forth, 
eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING & BENEDICTION 

May God who comes among us, Father, н  Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in the 

darkness, and good news to share today and always.  (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG:  ELW#908 ôIn a Far-off Place, Jesus Comesõ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL: Go in peace.  Keep awake.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.  Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS103624. All rights reserved. Permission to 
podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License, License #730647-A. 
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Christmas Eve, December 24, 2024 @ 5:00pm 
 

Worship Leader:  Pastor John Mayer Dut   Musician:  Colleen Bowen  
Worship Assistants:  Merv Bender, George Cramer, David Bragg, Lisa Haight, Garry Miller, Walters Family 

 

GATHERING & WELCOME 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Song: ELW#283 ôO Come, All Ye Faithful ô 

Litany of Light 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

We have beheld Christõs glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.  And also with you.  Amen 

 
Opening Prayer  

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darknessñ a 
beam of light that shines through Jesus.  Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.  
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life.  Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the 
world and in our hearts.  Amen. 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath:  Christmas Eve: The Promise of Arrival 
Tonight, we celebrate hope fulfilled in the birth of Christ. 

Joy to the world! The Lord has come. 
Tonight, we celebrate the promise of peace on earth. 

Let earth receive her King. 
Tonight, we celebrate the joy of knowing a Savior has come. 

Let every heart prepare him room. 
Tonight, we celebrate the love of God, through Jesus Christ. 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
 
Tonight, we light all five candles on this advent wreath. As the flames gleam we are reminded that Christ is the 
true light of the world, and with the Christ candle in the center, the flames of hope, peace, joy, and love burn 
even brighter. So it is with Christ in our hearts, we can rest in the hope of eternal life, and look forward to the 
promised peace on earth. Joy to the world! The Lord has come. 

 
Hymn:  ELW#267 ôJoy to the Worldõ (vs.1-2) 
 
Prayer 
Let us pray.  Gracious God, as we celebrate tonight, we join with the angel choir in proclaiming your 
Glory.  We thank you for giving us the perfect gift this Christmas Eve, the gift of eternal life through 
Christ.  We ask that you guide our feet, direct our minds, hear our prayers, and fill our hearts with 
the hope, peace, joy and love of this Christmas season.  We ask these things in the name of Christ 
Jesus, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
Lordõs Prayer 




