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Messiah Lutheran Church
1796-15 Avenue East, Prince Albert, S6V 8A1
Website: www.messiahluthpa.com
Facebook and YouTube: MessiahLutheranChurchPrinceAlbert

Pastor John Mayer Dut Lisa Haight / Messiah Office
Cell: 306-961-0877 * (make note) Phone: 306-763-7374
Email: pastor.mlc@sasktel.net Email: messiah@sasktel.net

Messiah Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday (11am- 3pm)

Worship for Sunday December 17, 2023 @ 10:30am
Third Sunday in Advent/ Holy Communion

Worship Leader: Pastor John Mayer Dut

Sunday Worship Services are at 10:30am, in-person and livestreamed,
on the Messiah YouTube channel (posted for later viewing).
Wearing of masks is not required but Messiah is a mask-friendly environment.

Prayers for Healing and On-Going Health Concerns:
We pray for comfort and healing for all those who are suffering in body, min, or spirit; give
them courage and hope in their time of need.
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TODAY — December 17

10:30am: Sunday Service
Coffee Time: before and after service — a time of fellowship, laughter and visiting.

10:45am: Sunday School during the service in the Fellowship Hall following the Children’s Message.

Messiah Choir: Practice today @ 9:15am. Will be singing today during service.
Practice will start again January 7t, 2024.
Confirmation: Following the service.

Coming Up

December 24 — Christmas Eve Candle light Service @5pm (no morning worship)
Lectionary Study - will resume on Wednesday, January 17t until summer.
Topical Bible Study - will resume on Tuesday, January 16% until summer.
MLW (Messiah Lutheran Women) Bible Study — Finished for the year, will begin again in February
SK Synod Youth Gathering - February 9-11, 2024. $115/person. Ages 12-17.
+* Go to Kinasao.ca for more information, or contact Pastor John 306-961-0877.
o Please check out the poster on the next page.



http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
mailto:pastor.mlc@sasktel.net
mailto:messiah@sasktel.net

SASKATCHEWAN SYNOD YOUTH
GATHERING
COMING: February 9-11, 2024

HEY YOU(TH)! CHECK 1T QUT!
SK SYNOD YOUTH GATHERING

CAMP KINASAO’ CHRISTOPHER lAKE FEBRUARY §-11, 2024 /:’1 Saskatchewan Synod
' . k : - JOIN WITH YOUTH FROM ACROSS
SK FOR A WEEKEND DESIGNED
JUST FOR YOU(TH)!

ELCIC

COME EXPERTENCE COMMUNITY,
TIME IN THE WORD & CREATION,
AND A WHOLE LOT OF FUN.
BRING A FRIEND!

DETALLS YOUR ADULTS WILL WANT TO KNOW:

AGES: 12-17  CosT: $115/PERSON (SUBSIDIES ARE AVAILABLE!)
NEED A RIDE? JOIN THE CHARTER BUS IN ESTEVAN, REGINA, A SNEIAR ¥
SASKATOON OR PA! (FOX NO ADDITIONAL (OST!) i i

LEARN MORE AT KINASAO. CA C)fﬂ

On Going Ministries

9:15am Sunday: Messiah Choir practise; contact — May 306-960-4140 or Colleen 306-763-7389.

9:45am & following Sunday Service: Coffee Time: a time of fellowship, laughter and visiting.

10:45am: Sunday School during service in the Fellowship Hall following the Children’s Message.
Confirmation: Following the Worship Service at 12:00pm, 1st & 3@ Sundays of the month. In person in Peace
Chapel & on Zoom for those not in the area.

Zoom link for first Sunday:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87171916901?pwd=dIU5eWxpNkRGLOM4RHFMaDVoUEx4Z7z09

Zoom link for the third Sunday:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/849182919907?pwd=c2dOTUwWVQTIOTUWY2xsNVBrSUh1UT09

Men’s Ministry: Last Saturday of the month (no gathering in December). Contact Merv for details (306-960-8346)
Women’s Ministry: Monthly gatherings; dates & times to be announced. Contact Linda M. (306-941-9982)
Bible Studies:

o Women’s Bible Study — First Tuesday of each month in the Peace Chapel @ 7 PM. Theme is: “Women of
the Bible”. Contact Corrine for more information at 306-960-2407.

o Topical Bible Study — Third Tuesday of each month @ 7 PM. Studying the “Names of God”; in person in the
Peace Chapel and on Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/88128785945?pwd=REFIbzdkaVdMUjduS1lgODItckU4Zz09

o Lectionary Bible Study — Every Wednesday @ 7 PM led by Pastor John; in person in the Peace Chapel and
on Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/81198671375?pwd=cVJtTVcyalVDTzhMMUNKNRGIiTIRadz09
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Christmas Poinsettias: If you would like to donate a Poinsettia for the Christmas services; please drop
your plant off to the Messiah office no later than Thursday, December 21, by 12 noon. If you are
donating a Poinsettia in memory of someone, please phone (leave a message) or email the Messiah
office by noon, Wednesday, December 20.

Mitten (Box) Tree (DT ki
Two boxes are in lieu of the tree for “mitten tree” collection of mitts, toques, scarfs
and gloves - one in the Narthex and the other in the south entry by the Messiah office.
Most years, these articles are given to a community school to give to children without these necessities.

Memorial Christmas Tree ¥ ¥ v REMEMBERING:
During Advent, decorations are provided to hang on the Memorial Christmas Tree (white tree at the entry
to the Sanctuary). You can write the names of those you wish to remember on the decoration attachment.
The decoration can be taken home after Christmas. If you would like a decoration prepared, please
contact the Messiah office with your information.

Christmas Hampers for Families in Saskatchewan Rivers Schools

Again this year, Messiah will be donating Christmas Food Hampers to families of children attending Saskatchewan Rivers
Schools. Financial and food items are welcomed to fill three - six hampers, and may be dropped off in a designated box
or the Messiah office. Monetary donations can be made in the Sunday collection plate (note for ‘Hampers’), dropped off at
the Messiah office, or e-transferred. We would like to receive all donations by Wednesday, December 20, for assembly
ready and pick up/delivery prior to the school Christmas break. Thank you!

Possible contents for hampers: Stove Top Stuffing, Potatoes, Canned corn, Pickles, Cookies, Small item of
candies, Orange or Apple Juice, Mayonnaise or Salad Dressing, Box of Cereal, Honey Mustard, Relish,

Tin Foil Roasting Pan with handles, Can Opener, Tin foil, Roll of paper towel, Re-usable shopping bags to
deliver the items.

Food Bank Donations throughout Advent

Throughout Advent, and on Sunday, December 17, please bring food and other items for the Food Bank. As well as
Sunday mornings, donations can be dropped off at Messiah during office hours. A list of food suggestions is
provided in the Narthex. Thank you.

Messiah Council
Please see the November 26 for the full report of the Council meeting on November 14. Thanks to Ray McCallum for
serving on Messiah Council since April 2022.

Foodbank Sunday & Holy Communion — December 17; ‘Christmas Eve’ Candlelight Service — December 24 at 5pm
(no morning worship service) New Year’s Eve Service — December 31 @ 10:30am.

Advent Caring Ministry (see the bulletin for details): Mitten/Scarf (box) tree; School Christmas hampers; Foodbank
donations; Memorial Tree.

Stewardship / Giving: The Messiah community believes in stewardship to continue our ministry. Volunteers for
worship, property maintenance, education and caring ministry are always welcome. Your financial contributions are
needed to pay the bills, and we ask for your prayerful consideration with thanks for the faithful donations received
throughout the year. Donations can be made through the Sunday collection plate, pre-authorized transfers (forms
available from the Messiah office), and e-transfer to messiah@sasktel.net.

The next Council meeting is Tuesday, January 16. Please contact any Council member and Pastor John if you have any
questions or concerns — Corrine Amyotte, Randi Arnot, Cheryl Bauer Hyde, Dave Bragg, Merv Bender, Jeannette
Tomtene, and Joy Weinberger.
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Advent cycle of prayers for each day throughout the season for the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) and the Episcopal Diocese of
Jerusalem (EDI). The prayers focus on themes of truth, justice, peace, and hope. To
download the 2023 Advent Cycle of Prayer, contact the Messiah office for the link or a s
printed Copy 2023 Advent Cycle of Prayer

FOR THE CHURCHES IN THE HOLY LAND
AND THE MIDDLE EAST

A Sy
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Canadian Lutheran World Relief's
(CLWR) Gifts from the Heart catalogue is
G I FTS available in the Messiah Sanctuary entry or the Messiah office!
FROM THE Bring a smile to your loved one this Christmas season with a meaningful gift that shares hope with
H E A RT someone in need. There is still time to share hope with your loves ones, but we encourage you to

place your order asap to avoid delays. visit clwr.org/GFTH for more information or to place your
order.

\W PER COUPLE 4 ‘

Anonson, retreat organizers, T
for more information. MARCH ]5TH' IGTH & I?TH' ) :

. KINASAO RETREAT CENTRE © CHRISTOPHER L#
june.anonson@usask.ca

306-981-2712

REGISTRATION FEB.147,2024 & EARLY BIRD* JAN. 147, 2024 * ~~ DIAMONDDRAW
306-981-2770 L CYNTHIA HANSON ?Z;f DR. MARION GOERTZ i V‘r"': JAMES MCFADDIN

4 PASTOR KEITH TREDGER . DO

i
For more information contact june.anonson@usask.ca

Consider a gift card to a Kinasao retreat happening
January — April or for a summer camp program!

Check out the list of upcoming events below, and contact
kristi@kinasao.ca to get a Kinasao gift card!

For more information on retreats, visit kinasao.ca
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Introduction:
“‘Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is turning our

mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a
stately, formal, pressed oultfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism,
and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, H one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us with salvation. Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin.
Everlasting God, you love justice, and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness that
make us reluctant to work against oppression. We are complicit in systems of exploitation. We choose comfort
over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you.
Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen.

Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you with robes of righteousness.
In the tender compassion of #  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests
upon us all. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW#239 ‘Hark, the Glad Sound’

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH

Speaker: The light glowing from our Advent wreath is burning brighter. This radiance warms our hearts and fills us with joy!
The Lord has done great things for us. Let us rejoice. “May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go
out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves” (Psalm 126:5-6).

The first three candles are lit.

Speaker: Light three candles, see them glow Brightly, so that all may know How three candles show the way Making our
darkness bright as God’s day. Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of
joy, carrying their sheaves.

All: Dear God, we carry many burdens and worry over many things. Help us to hear your promise in this Advent
season, that in hearing, we may receive the Spirit’s gift of joy. And may our spirits be kept sound at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

HYMN: ELW#240 “Light One Candle to Watch For Messiah” (vs 1-3)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE/HYMN OF PRAISE: MESSIAH CHOIR ‘Come, Messiah, Come’



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your prophets,
that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF GRADE 3 BIBLE
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

'"The spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the
year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn
in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. “They shall build up
the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations. 8For | the LORD love justice, | hate robbery and wrongdoing; | will faithfully give them their recompense, and |
will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring
among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 01 will
greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he
has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels."'For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so
the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 126

"When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who dream.

’Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. Then they said among the nations,
“The LorD has done great things for them.”

3The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.

“Restore our fortunes, O LoRD, like the watercourses of the Negeb.

SThose who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy.

5Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

'6Rejoice always, "pray without ceasing, 8give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you. Do not quench the Spirit. 2°Do not despise the words of prophets, 2'but test everything; hold fast to what is

good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he
will do this. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are
stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28
The holy gospel according to John, the 1st Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.



6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. éHe himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 2°He confessed and did not deny it,
but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 2'And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “l am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of
the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. 2*Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 2°They asked him, “Why then are
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, | baptize with water.
Among you stands one whom you do not know, 2’the one who is coming after me; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Pastor John Mayer Dut -“REJOICE”
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#311 ‘Hail to the Lord’s Anointed’ (Tune ELW#654)

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await God’s day of restoration.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and everlasting mercy. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. We share a sign of peace.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING HYMN: WOV#732 ‘Create in Me A Clean Heart’
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and
take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive and bless
these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, through
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take
away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

(ELW P#.207) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION: In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together.
Come, take your place at the table.

COMMUNION MUSIC: Instrumental

Prayer after Communion: Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release,

brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of the Spirit remain upon you now
and forever. (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen.

SENDING SONG: ELW#244 ‘Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers’

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.
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