September 2021
Newsletter
Messiah Lutheran Church
1796 15 Avenue East, Prince Albert, SK S6V 8A1
Website: www.messiahluthpa.com
Facebook & YouTube: MessiahLutheranChurchPrinceAlbert
Pastor Fran Schmidt
Cell: 1-306-716-3954
Email: pastor.mlc@sasktel.net

Office: 306-763-7374
Fax: 306-763-6284
E-mail: messiah@sasktel.net

September Scripture
Readings:
September 12, Pentecost 16
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Psalm 116: 1-9
James 3: 1-12
Mark 8: 27-38
September 19, Pentecost 17
Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 54
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9: 30-37
September 26, Pentecost 18
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
Psalm 19: 7-14
James 5: 13-20
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Messiah’s Mission Statement:
“Through the hearing and sharing of God’s Word,
we, as a worshipping community, encourage a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. In faith, we
reach out with Christ-like caring for the community
and the world in which we live.”

Greetings to you all! I want to say “Thank You to the Messiah
Family and friends” who were so welcoming to me my first day 13
years ago and over the years! Where does the time go!
Thank you for the beautiful gifts given to me and all the kind
words! Retirement is wonderful! Donna

Baptismal Beginnings
Therefore, we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. Romans 6:4
Brothers, sisters, and siblings in Christ, grace to you and peace!
As I write this short article, the air is cool and crisp. The smell is even different. Fall beckons and
with it the usual new beginning of back to school. There is something familiar as we hear about
back-to-school sales, see signage and read posts on social media encouraging parents to register
their students. And in our current reality with Covid, there is, once again, the familiar
conversation around the safety of students, children, teachers and staff.
We are tired of Covid. We want a definite end to the Covid pandemic and for life to return to
normal. We want a real beginning. Even in times of other crises in our lives, too, we just want
that pain and hardship to end and we want the new beginning, the new opportunity, and a
brighter future.
The Good News we share is that God, through Christ Jesus our Lord, offers us the kind of
beginning the world cannot give. Through the waters of our baptism, we are given new life in
Christ. We start anew, we are reborn, and freed from sin. We will be reminded of these
baptismal promises as we welcome several new members and celebrate their baptisms in the
coming weeks. We, too, are renewed in these holy waters, we receive God’s forgiveness and
something new begins. Hallelujah!
We praise God for a new school year, a new season, and new life in Christ. May we live into this
new beginning God offers us through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayer
Holy, gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for the baptismal waters that washed over us,
giving us new life in Christ our Lord. We pray for the wisdom to live into our call as baptized
children of God and into all the new beginnings you offer us. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
In God’s grace & peace,
Pastor Fran.
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Pastoral Visits
Pastor Fran is available for pastoral visits. If you are interested in, or are
wanting a pastoral visit, please call Pastor Fran or the Messiah office to
make the arrangements. We will keep physical distancing, mask wearing,
and hand sanitizing as an essential part of our visits.

Stephen Ministries
What Stephen Ministries is NOT:
• a fundraising program
• counseling
Stephen Ministries IS:
• a lay visitation program
• a safe space to talk and share with
trained Stephen Ministers
• Christ-centered caring for people
• an integral part of our congregation’s
identity and mission: we care for others
in the way that Christ cares for us
• a way to equip God’s people
• outreach to the hurting
• deepening people’s faith
• transforming lives
• growing Christian community

Stephen Ministries provides high-quality,
one-to-one, Christ-centered care to people
in the congregation and the community
experiencing life difficulties.

“To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until all of us
come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the
measure of the full stature of Christ”
Ephesians 4:12-13

Stephen Ministers complete 20
sessions and participate in twice-monthly
supervision and continuing education
sessions to provide the best possible care
to their care receivers.

Join in the “Messiah’s Conversations”
private Facebook. You can post things that
are interesting or inspirational to you,
comment and start a conversation, or post a
prayer request. We hope this will be another
way we can be connected with one another…
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Blessing of Backpacks
All are invited to bring
their backpacks &
briefcases to worship on
Sunday, September 19,
to receive a blessing and
prayer as the school year
begins!

Sunday School
We had so much fun in our Online/Zoom Sunday School in the last school year.
We are now wondering how best to offer Sunday School: online/zoom or in-person
OR a hybrid? Sunday during church? After church? Or a different day? We want
the input of parents and caregivers, so we will ask you to share your preferences on
a survey jotform. The link will be sent out in the coming weeks, and we hope to
start Sunday School in early October.

Confirmation
We will start up with weekly Confirmation Classes, starting on Sunday,
September 19 at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Talk to Pastor Fran to receive the link
and log-in information. And be sure to register on JotForm. If you did
not receive the “Welcome to Confirmation” email, please let the
Messiah Office or Pastor Fran know!
Just the Youth
We have some tentative plans for a combination of outdoor, online and
in-person events for youth for this semester. The first is:
• October 3: Youth & Family Corn Maze (Rosthern) from 2:004:00pm. Meet at the maze at 2:00pm to gather and share a devotion
to begin. Cost is $10/person, canteen is open, lots of activities at
the maze. Please register with Messiah office by September 28!
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Worship Notes - September 2021
Worship is In-Person & Online
We are so pleased to welcome everyone to worship in person on Sunday mornings at
10:30am. (Subject to changes to Covid guidelines.) We will continue to live-stream our
Worship Services on our YouTube channel (10:30am Live), with links provided on our
web-site & Facebook pages, posted by 1:00pm each Sunday.
Blessing of Packpacks& Briefcases:
September 19 we will again invite children, youth, and adults to bring their backpacks
and briefcases to the worship service where they will be blessed, along with a blessing
for the upcoming school year.
Holy Communion
Holy Communion is offered twice a month. The first communion service this month was
September 5, and the second will be on September 19. For Communion distribution, we
ask members to come to the front in a continuous, physically distanced line. Pastor Fran
will distribute either a wafer, or gluten-free wafer, and assistants will have pre-poured
wine and grape juice in individual, spaced, glasses, which you select yourself. (Subject
to Covid guidelines changes.)
If you wish to partake in communion at home during the online worship service, you are
invited to create a special place at your table and perhaps use a special tablecloth, plate
and cup. You can have the elements prepared ahead of service: bread (gluten-free wafer)
and red wine (grape juice). You may wish to light a candle as the service begins. If you
do not wish to partake at home, then know that God is with you, as you hear the words
of promise and faith in the Eucharistic Prayer and the Words of Institution.

Lectionary Bible Study
You are invited to join in a weekly Lectionary Bible Study on Wednesdays at 7:00pm.
We are meeting in a hybrid format: online (Zoom) and in-person (in the Peace Chapel).
You are invited to join in the study and conversation. Please check with the Messiah
office or Pastor Fran for login information. Scripture readings can be found on the first
page of this newsletter.
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Caring Ministry & Community Service Team
Food Safety Course
Messiah Lutheran will be sponsoring a food safety
course this fall, tuition to be paid from a grant that has
been received from the Saskatchewan Synod, for 10 12 people. When our church kitchen is being used at
least one person who has completed this course needs
to be in attendance.
Food Safe Level 1 is a food-handling, sanitation and work safety course designed for frontline
foodservice workers such as cooks, servers, bus-persons, dishwashers and care home employees.
The course covers important food safety and worker safety information on foodborne illness,
receiving and storing food, preparing food, serving food, cleaning and sanitizing.
The Food Safety Regulations require at least one employee/volunteer preparing food in a food
service establishment must hold a Food Safe Level 1 certificate, or a certificate from a course
recognized as equivalent to Food Safe Level 1. This is a requirement for churches, as well as any
other place that has a kitchen. The certificate does not expire. However, it is recommended that
participants retake the course after 5 years. If you already have the certificate but would like to
retake the course to learn about the Covid guidelines, please feel free to participate.
This course may be offered in person or online. If you are interested contact the Messiah office
306-763-7374 or Angeline at 306-763-6572, text or phone.
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Listening to the Land: A conversation on the stewardship of creation
During the Season of Creation, you are invited to participate in a webinar panel presentation on
Thursday, September 16 at 3:00pm entitled "Listening to the Land: A conversation on the
stewardship of creation." Our three panelists will reflect on what listening to the land means
from their perspective, tradition, and experience; what they hear the land saying and how we
might respond.
•

•
•

Bishop Chris Harper is from Onion Lake Cree Nation and served in ministry in the
Anglican dioceses of Saskatchewan, Algoma, and Toronto before being elected bishop of
Saskatoon in 2018
Elder May Desnomie, Regina Catholic School Board, was born and raised on
Wapaskokimaw in northern Saskatchewan, also known as Sandy Bay First Nation
Reverend Mitchell Anderson, minister at St. Paul's United Church in Saskatoon, is
dënesułiné and a member of the English River Dene Nation

Registration is required, and is Free at
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUlcuuopjosGtQNGqLMEtMf77EeV7MZFc6F
For further information, contact Cheryl Toth, stewardship@sasktel.net
ARE YOU INTERESTED in learning about ministry and
leadership to help Messiah better include people with
disabilities? DID YOU KNOW that you are now able to
upgrade your skills by taking a course or enrolling in the 4course certificate program offered by Martin Luther University College. You can take
one, two or three courses without committing to all four courses. The first course in
the Certificate in Disability, Inclusive Ministry and Christian Faith program is
called Questioning Ability. It begins in September. Registration is now open through
Wilfrid Laurier University’s continuing education department. For details and to
register, visit https://luther.wlu.ca/news/2021/spring/disability-certificate.html
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The 2021 Luther Lecturer is Dr. Azza Karam, Secretary General of Religions for Peace. The title of
her lecture is "Religions and the Pandemic: Sobering or Hopeful?" Religions for Peace works to
transform violent conflict, advance human development, promote just and harmonious societies, and
protect the earth. This virtual lecture is on September 27 at 7:00pm. If you would like to register for
this virtual event, please go to www.luthercollege.edu/luther-lecture.
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