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Messiah Lutheran Church 

1796-15TH Avenue East 

Prince Albert, SK   S6V 8A1 

E-mail:  messiah@sasktel.net 

Website:  www.messiahluthpa.com 

https://www.facebook.com/MessiahLutheranChurchPrinceAlbert 

Monday – Office Closed 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday  

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m. 

 

Pastor Íris Kristjansdottir 

Iriskrist71@gmail.com  Cell #306-980-9598  

 
          Intern Pastor: Brooklynn Lane     

       brooklynnlanee@gmail.com   Cell #: 306-550-1408 
 

Donna Deobald  

Administrative Assistant 

Office #: 306-763-7374   Fax#306-763-6284 
 

****************************************************** 

2018 Council 
EXECUTIVE 

Chairperson:         Cheryl Bauer Hyde 

Vice Chairperson:    Merv Bender 

Secretary:         Jean Meyers 
 

 

MESSIAH MINISTRY TEAM: 

Caring Ministry & Community Services: 

Lois Manchur 

Jean Meyers 

 

Education Ministry:  

Merv Bender 

Jean Meyers 

   
Worship Ministry 
Colleen Bowen 
Donna Silver 
   
Property Management Ministry  
Dick Honch 
Darren Sundbo 

         
 

2 Chronicles 5:13: The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give 

praise and thanks to the LORD. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and 

other instruments, the singers raised their voices in praise to the LORD and 

sang: “He is good; his love endures forever.” Then the temple of the LORD 

was filled with the cloud, 

 

2 Corinthians 9:11: You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. 
 
Psalm 9:1: I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all 
your wonderful deeds. 
 
Thank You, God, for those You have called home to be with You. Their 
absence from this earth reminds us to keep our eyes fixed on heaven.  
 
Thank You, God that we have an inheritance in the heavenly 
places...something that this world can never steal from us and we could 
never selfishly squander.  
 
Thank You, God, for the greatest gift You could ever give us: forgiveness 
through Your perfect Son’s death on the cross on our behalf.  
 
Thank you, God, for the righteousness You credited toward us, through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. It's a righteousness we could never attain 
to on our own.  
 
And thank You not only for our eternal salvation, but for the salvation You 
afford us every day of  our lives as You save us  from ourselves, our 
foolishness, our own limited insights, and our  frailties in light of Your power 
and strength.  
 
Thank You, God, for all that You have allowed and not allowed in our lives 
this past year. For we  commit our lives anew to You this day and ask that 
You would continue to remind us,  throughout this next year, that You are 
God, You are on the throne, and You are eternally good.  
 
Thank You, finally that we can pray in the name of Jesus who made our 
access to You—and a personal relationship with You—possible.  Amen.  

 

 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahLutheranChurchPrinceAlbert
mailto:Iriskrist71@gmail.com
mailto:brooklynnlanee@gmail.com
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It's that time of year again. Each fall we stop and think about the harvest and all we have to be thankful for. 

This year, the fall has been cold. Unusually cold, they say. I just came from a week’s holiday with 4 friends 

from Iceland. We travelled from Alberta to Saskatchewan and back to Alberta; saw plains and big blue skies, 

forests and mountains, wildlife and nature, sunshine, rain …… and snow! The snow was a huge surprise. The 

minus degrees were a surprise. And I couldn’t help feeling sorry for the farmers out there, trying their best to 

bring in the harvest in not the best of conditions. 

 

It’s a tradition this time a year for farmers to stop and look at the bountiful harvest at the end of the long 

summer and give thanks to God for the gift of earth’s produce. It’s not a new thing in history. Check the Bible. 

Several thousand years ago, God spoke directly to Moses and instituted a new festival for God’s people. In Exodus 23:16, according to 

Moses’s record, God said, “Celebrate the Festival of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field.” 

Today countries around the world do something similar by celebrating the land’s bounty. In Ghana, the people celebrate the Yam 

Festival as a harvest event. In Brazil, Dia de Acao de Gracas is a time to be grateful for the crops that yielded their food. In China, 

there is the Mid-Autumn (Moon) Festival. In the United States and Canada: Thanksgiving. This festival of Thanksgiving is new to me. 

We do not celebrate it back home in Iceland. I’m grateful for the opportunity now to be reminded in a special way to be thankful. Not 

just on Thanksgiving Day, but always. 

No matter where we live or how we celebrate our land’s bounty, we all need to take time to express gratitude to God — and it makes 

sense to tie the celebration of Thanksgiving to the time of harvesting, when we reap the benefits and bounties of what God’s creation 

has to give.  

I’m reminded this year of the importance of slowing down and grasp the meaning of gratitude, of being thankful. I take to heart the 

message of 1 Thessalonians, 5th chapter, where Paul says: Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Here’s what I take with me from this text: 

Rejoice always. The key here is always. Experiencing joy is not determined by circumstances as though our joy ebbs and flows like 

the tide. But rather joy shapes the experience of our circumstances. To experience joy is a pursuit, a choice that we make to focus our 

hearts and minds on the grace and goodness of God in Christ Jesus. 

Pray without ceasing.  Praying without ceasing reminds us to live every moment of the day aware that we are in the presence of God. 

When we live in that awareness, the Holy Spirit inspires us to be more prayerful for ourselves and our neighbor.  

Give thanks in all circumstances. A thankful spirit in all circumstances does not come naturally to us humans. It’s not easy to be 

thankful during dark times. But with the help of God we are pushed beyond our human capacity into the heavenly realm of God’s grace 

that empowers faith to believe that God does work all things together for good. 

May God help us live a life of thanksgiving as we learn to stop frequently and rejoice, pray, and give thanks for what God has done 

and is doing in our lives. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

                   

                                    Slow Down And Give Thanks                                                                                                                                               

                                                                            by Íris Kristjánsdóttir 
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Fall Greetings, 

The beginning of October marks my first month at Messiah Lutheran Church. I would like to thank everyone for the warm welcoming I 

received in September. There were countless acts of kindness that did not go unnoticed; the pantry, cookies and games dropped off at 

the office, and the endless friendly faces that popped into my office or engaged in conversation with me at church. The hospitality and 

openness of Messiah Lutheran Church has been a blessing to me and I want to take a moment to recognize that. Thank you!  

With the beginning of stewardship month, I am reminded of our call as Christians to love and support our neighbours. The African 

philosophy, Ubuntu, can help us expand our ways of knowing and understanding, deepen what it means to be neighbour. Ubuntu 

means, I am, because we are. As we go into this month, what can we do to better serve our families, neighbours, and communities? 

Where is God calling us to ministry?  

 

 

As the leaves fall and Thanksgiving celebrations begin next week, I wish you a wonderful  

Thanksgiving and fall. I look forward to continuing to getting to know everyone and journeying 

together.  

 

 

 

Your Companion on the Journey, 

Intern Pastor Brooklynn Lane 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bible Studies in October 

What’s in a Parable?  
 

Fall Bible Study - This Fall, Messiah Lutheran Church will be doing a weekly bible study on the parables. We will look at, engage, and 

dissect some of the parables in the Bible. Our aim is to gain a better understanding of Jesus’s teachings and the lessons told within the 

parables. Participates will have an opportunity to choose which parables we would like to focus on.  

When:  Wednesday-7:00pm-starting October 10th and lasting for 5-7 weeks. 

Where: Messiah Lutheran Church 

Who:    Anyone 

 
 

 

 

                   
Intern Brooklynn Lane 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has now overcome it.” 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Council 

The Stewardship theme this year is Live Courageously, based on 1Timonthy 6:18-19: ‘Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all 

you who wait for the Lord.’  Services will be based on this theme for four Sundays which began September 30.  Brooklynn did a great 

job when she introduced the Live Courageously theme during her first sermon at Messiah.  Thanks, Brooklynn. 

Council will be raising the ‘Share Your Gifts’ Volunteer Checklist, and the opportunity to auto-donate your financial contributions 

through a service provided by FaithLife.  Please complete the volunteer checklist and return it in the offering plate or through the office 

– your gift of time and talents would be greatly appreciated as becoming a member of the ministry teams / committees / men’s and 

women’s groups, or by helping out in a number of ways.  We’d like to hear from all of you, even if it’s to tell us what you are already 

doing here at Messiah and in our community.  The auto-donate forms are available in the narthex, and can also be returned in the 

attached envelopes either in the offering plate or through the office. 

There are many activities and events taking place through October, which are mentioned in other sections of the newsletter and 

included in the October calendar.  Mark them down so you don’t miss participating and attending.  Canadian Lutheran World Relief 

(CLWR) Sunday will be on October 28, when the We Care (backpack bags) and other humanitarian programs supported by our church 

will be lifted up. 

Another part of being a ‘welcoming’ church is the opportunity to learn each other’s names.  The Caring Ministry and Community Service 

Team will be distributing lanyard name tags, and we ask that you wear it when attending Messiah services and functions.  They can be 

left in your church mailbox when not in use.  If you don’t have a mailbox at the church, please contact Donna in the office. 

Work installing poles the parking lot has been done by Dick Honch 

and his sons.  Then the Property Management Ministry Team 

moved in to finish the job (cross-member pieces).  Thanks to all of 

them for the great work.  As part of the parking lot revitalization, the 

need for emergency vehicles access at all entrances will be 

addressed by identifying Fire Lane / Drop Off only areas adjacent to 

the church with Permit Parking on the east side of the building.   

Work is ongoing to update the member photo frames on the 

hallway wall.  If you would like to have your photo included or would 

like to have your current photo updated, please contact Donna in 

the office.  You can also submit your own photo (electronic in jpeg 

format), and it will be printed and inserted in the photo display. 

 

Council’s next meeting is Tuesday, October 16 at 5:00pm. 

Messiah Church Council 

Cheryl Bauer Hyde, Chair 

 

Caring Ministry and Community Service Team 
 
The Caring Ministry and Community Service Team is collecting items for the YWCA in Prince Albert during the month of October.   
We will have a box for donations of kitchen items, books, and clothing.  Your help with this project is appreciated.    
 
Jean Meyers 
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Messiah Youth – October Events 

October 14: CLAY Youth Service 

The youth participants at the CLAY youth gathering this summer in Thunder Bay will coordinate and 

participate in a youth service on October 14. Come join us and listen to our youth share their experience of 

CLAY. 

 

October 21: Corn Maze Event in Rosthern 

For the past few years we have been graciously invited to a Corn Maze in 

Rosthern by the youth group at Trinity Lutheran Church in Rosthern. This year 

is no exception – our annual Corn Maze event takes place on October 21 and 

all youth from 7th grade and up are invited to come! We leave from Messiah 

Lutheran Church at 2pm in the afternoon and come back at about 8:30pm. 

The event includes games at Trinity Lutheran, Corn Maze expererience 

(including access to climbing wall and other things at the maze), supper at 

Trinity Lutheran and sharing of CLAY experience this past summer. Please let 

our youth coordinator, Catilin Horner, know if you plan on attending this event: 

caitlinhorner13@hotmail.com. 

 

 
 
For those whose children are new to Sunday School and would like to be on the email list, or if you have question, please contact me 
at the address listed below.  Please pray for the children and those involved in Sunday School. Volunteers to assist with the Sunday 
School are also greatly appreciated! 
 
I will be emailing parents as to what is happening for the month of October. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anne Barlow 
Volunteer Sunday School Coordinator 
dranne@sasktel.net 
  
 

Moment of Prayer  

Join us for Our Moments of Prayer on Tuesday’s at 12:15 noon in the Peace Chapel. We will continue every Tuesday 

this fall and winter. All are welcome. 

 

 

mailto:caitlinhorner13@hotmail.com
mailto:dranne@sasktel.net
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A21 – Walk For Freedom 

On October 20, 2018, tens of thousands of 
people will gather all over the world for a 
fundraising and awareness event called 
#WalkForFreedom. Walks will take place in 
hundreds of cities across dozens of nations. 

This event is operated by a global anti-human 
trafficking organization, A21. The purpose of 
the walk is to raise awareness about the 
millions of men, women, and children who 
are still trapped in slavery today. By 
fundraising and rallying thousands of people 
around the cause, the belief is that this event 
will be the catalyst for the rescue and 
restoration of human beings who are being 
exploited.  

Walk For Freedom is distinctly recognized by 
its participants who will be wearing black 
shirts and walking in single-file lines all over 
the world—in local towns, through busy 

intersections in city centers, on dirt tracks in crowded villages, along bridges, tunnels and water banks. Hundreds of local walks will be 
seen marching for a global end to modern-day slavery.  

“We are convinced that if we do this together, if we keep showing up, if we continue to be tenacious, if we continue to turn up with 
strength, numbers, and courage, then we can see slavery eradicated in our lifetime,” says Christine Caine, A21’s Founder.  

A21 is a global non-profit organization determined to eradicate human trafficking through awareness, intervention, and aftercare. 
Currently operating in 12 countries, A21 aims to combat modern-day slavery through a multi-dimensional operational strategy: Reach, 
Rescue, and Restore. Through partnerships and the efforts of supporters all over the globe, A21 truly believes that a multitude of 
victims can be identified and assisted, and perpetrators can be brought to justice.  

Millions of slaves. 
A $150 billion industry.  
1% ever rescued.  

Walk For Freedom will take place in our city, Prince Albert, on October 20th at 1pm to 3pm, starting at Plaza 88, 888 Central Ave. 

Registration to the walk is free. When you register you will immediately be sent a link for "Participant's Kit." The kit will have everything 

you need to share and promote to reach your network of friends and family, if you so wish. 

 

For registration and more information on A21 Walk For Freedom, please check their website https://www.a21.org/index.php?site=true 

 

https://www.a21.org/index.php?site=true
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN WOMEN (MLW) 

Please help by signing up for desserts and helping out at the tables.  

For the bake table donations are needed as well as items for the “craft” table.  

Please help support this fundraiser with your donations and your attendance.  

Craft items may be left at the church during office house.  

Doors will be opened at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 27th to receive your donations. 
 

FALL FAIRE 
Tea, Dessert and Bake Sale 
Saturday, October 27, 2018 

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

                                                                                       
 

 Tea & Dessert   
 Bake Table 
 Lefse Table 
 Craft Table 

 
                                                                                             $3.00 Admission 
                                                                                Includes Tea/Coffee & Dessert 
                                                                                            All are Welcome!                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

Coffee & Crafts 1:30 p.m.  – Peace Chapel 
Tuesday, October 23rd 

For those who love to knit / crochet, please join us for fellowship in the Peace Chapel. 
Coffee /Tea is on and we welcome you all! 

 

 

 

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS TODAY! 
Canada Lutheran  

Connecting faith to everyday life. 
Your renewal for Canada Lutheran magazine is up for renewal. If you would like to renew your subscription and/or would like to be 
added on to the list, please contact Donna in the office by email messiah@sasktel.net or call the office @ 306-763-7374.  
Deadline is November 9th. 

 

 

Eternity for Today are at the back table to pick up. 

Check out the first week in October issue. You might recognize the writer for the week of October 1st – October 7th! 

Hint: She plays the church organ on Sundays. 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
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WELCOME TO CHOIR 2018  
There is still time to join us for signing!  
 
We are looking for people who love to sing, who love to have fun, and who love to 
spend a little time with other musicians from the Messiah family.  If you have never 
sung with us before, I encourage you to come and participate! 
 

Choir practise begins at 9:15 on Sunday mornings. 
 
October 7:  Rehearsal and singing for Worship-Thanksgiving Sunday 
October 14 
October 21 
October 28 
November 4 
November 11:  NO CHOIR PRACTISE 
November 18 
November 25 
December 2:  First Sunday-Advent 
December 9:  Second Sunday-Advent 
December 16:  Third Sunday-Advent 
December 23:  Fourth Sunday-Advent 
 

 

Congregational News . . . . . .  
 

 

On September 27th Myrtle Swenson dropped by the office as she was in town 

visiting family for a couple of days.  Thank you to her son Don Swenson who 

brought her over for a visit! 

 

The Swenson family were one of the many people of Messiah who were 

supportive in the building of Messiah.  Myrtle even recalled on how she 

remembered painting the doorframes!  

 

Must say for 99 years young, she looks very good! 

 
 How marvellous it was yesterday to witness God’s creation: 

              From Kevin & Lisa: 
             “Today, on October 3rd, 2018, at 1424 hours, Elyse Marie Frey was born of Kevin & Lisa Frey, healthy and 9lbs 13 ounces.  
              Elyse is a name originating from German/Hebrew, meaning “God is my Oath” and is a rename of Lisa and Alice, Lisa’s    
              beloved grandmother. Marie for many names on the Frey side. 
              Praise to God for this miracle.” 
             1st grandchild for Maureen & Gord Frey – Congratulations! 

 
 

The JOY of the LORD is your STRENGTH. 
                                                                                       ~ Nehemiah 8:10 

https://webmail.sasktel.net/


9 
 

 

  

From the desk of Bishop Sid 

Saskatchewan Synod, ELCIC  

Synod staffing update 

Hello all, 

I am delighted to announce that the last piece in the staffing picture has come into place. Synod has hired Monica Johnson as our 
Financial Manager (normally 1 day/week) handling oversight of synod financial matters. As a Chartered Professional Accountant 
Monica brings a strong skill set to financial oversight. Monica’s considerable experience with non-profits and with churches 
specifically, gives her a fine understanding of our context as well. 

The staff picture then looks like this: 

Bishop’s Administrative Team 

 Anna-Marie Skogsrud: Office Manager (3/4 time) 
 Judy Parker: Executive Assistant (1/2 time) – starting in about 2 weeks. 
 Monica Johnson: Finance Manager (1 day/week) –starting today! 

Bishop’s Pastoral Team 

 Rev. Dennis Serfas: Assistant to the Bishop Northern Region (1/4 time) 
 Rev. Jerry Borkowsky: Assistant to the Bishop Southern Region (1/4 time). 

Thank you for your patience with our synod office during this time of transition. Thank you for your prayers as this strong synod staff 
has taken shape over the last month.  

Peace, 
Bishop Sid 

 

 
LuMinHoS, our hospital chaplaincy ministry in Saskatoon is planning an exceptional fund-raising dinner this Fall: 
Bridges of Hope: An Evening with Brian Propp 
Saturday, November 3, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m., TCU Place in Saskatoon 
We are delighted to announce that NHL star (and Lutheran pastor's son) Brian Propp will be the keynote speaker at LuMinHoS's fall 
fundraising dinner. His hope-filled message will span topics such as playing professional hockey, growing up in rural Saskatchewan, 
and recovering from a stroke. We will also be auctioning off an autographed hockey jersey and watercolour of the Broadway 
Bridge/Bessborough Hotel painted by Rev. Rey Dahlen. 

Please "Save the Date" and plan to join us for this wonderful evening in support of our important ministry. Tickets will go on sale soon.  
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Lay Academy, LTS 
114 Seminary Crescent 

Saskatoon, SK   S7N 0X3 
(306).966.7851 

layacademy.lts@usask.ca 
Coodinator: Lorene Jewitt 

https://layacademy5.wixsite.com/elcicwla 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lay Academy  
 

The LAY ACADEMY is program of the Lutheran Theological Seminary and four 
Western Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC). It evolved in 
response to the leadership needs of congregations and the interest expressed by the 
laity for a comprehensive program of study. Its purpose is to provide continuing 
education opportunities for lay people in the church and for those being prepared 
for ELCIC’s national Authorized Lay Ministry program with learning that deepens the 
spiritual life, grows biblical and theological understanding, and develops skills and 
knowledge in leadership and discipleship. 
 

Some of the LAY ACADEMY teaching is provided through an online 
format that allows multiple sites from across the four Western 
provinces and Territories to listen and interact with the 
presenter(s) simultaneously, while also enjoying discussion led by a 
facilitator within a local church or home setting. For a few hours on a 
Saturday morning congregations and individuals from British 
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Northern Ontario all 
connect as one for learning on topics like Prayer, our upcoming 
session in November 2018. 
 

Each session each has 25 to 45 minutes of content followed by conversation 
or exercise periods. Everyone participating will reflect on the same 
presented material and discuss the questions posed in their own settings 
at the same time, despite 4 different time zones. To conclude there will be 
a 30 to 40 minute report-back period where participants have the 
opportunity to connect with one another and the presenter(s) with their 
thoughts and any further questions. It all makes for a great community 
educational experience! So please . . . 

Join us in the learning! 
 

mailto:layacademy.lts@usask.ca
https://layacademy5.wixsite.com/elcicwla
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Nov. 17 & Nov.24, 2018 
Registration Fees: 

$25 for 1 session, $45 for 2 
10% discount for home attendees 

 

 

 

 

 

All relationships take an investment of time.  

Prayer is our opportunity to spend time with  

God who also desires to spend time with us. 

Together let us grow in experiencing afresh  

out relationship with God. 

 

Share in the journey of travelling PATHWAYS TO PRAYER.  

For further information see: 

https://layacademy5.wixsite.com/elcicwla/prayer1 

Dr. Faith Nostbakken grew up in 

Saskatchewan and values her prairie roots. 

She has a Ph.D in English Literature from 

the University of Alberta and a Master of 

Theological Studies degree from Newman 

Theological College in Edmonton. She is 

an experienced spiritual director, a 

facilitator of retreats, and a member of the 

leadership team that trains spiritual 

directors at the Providence Renewal 

Centre in Edmonton. She is a diaconal 

minister of the ELCIC, an ecumenical 

officer for the ABT Synod, and member of 

Glory Lutheran Church in Sherwood Park, 

Alberta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 am - 11:00 am BC/Yukon  
9:30 am - 12:00 pm AB/NWT  

10:30 am - 1:00 pm SK/MB  

11:30 am – 2:00 pm ON  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer is the foundational mystery and calling of our 

relationship with God. It is God’s gift to us and our 

response to God. We long for it. 

We may wonder how should I pray?  

How can I stay faithful to it?  

What are its benefits?  

How can I know God really has heard my prayers? 

 

Join Dr. Faith Nostbakken  

online and in-person for a guided tour to  

PATHWAYS TO PRAYER.  
 

We’ll look at what it means to meet God in prayer,  

how our personalities may influence the way we pray,  

what Scripture says about prayer, and above all,  

how we might spend time together in prayer itself.  

We will also consider the treasure of the Psalms as the 

earliest prayer book of our tradition, one that can still be a 

rich guide and source of prayer for us today in its broad 

range of emotions from praise to lament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://layacademy5.wixsite.com/elcicwla/prayer1

