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Our Mission Statement: 

           “Through the hearing and sharing of God’s Word, we, as a 

worshipping community, encourage a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. In faith, we reach out with Christ-like caring for the community and 

the world in which we live.” 

 

Memorial Christmas Tree 
 

This year there are two choices available to 
remember your loved ones and decorate the 
Memorial Tree. In the New Year your Christmas ball 
or Angel Ribbon will be available for you to take 
home. 

1. Christmas Ball. Write the name(s) of the 
person(s) you want to remember on a 
heart. Carefully insert the heart(s) into the 
clear ball. Insert the top with the ribbon into 

the ball. 💕HEART STICKERS💕 are 
available to decorate the outside of the 
ball. Hang on tree 
 

2. Angel Ribbon. Write the name(s) on the 

ribbon. 💕HEART STICKERS💕 are also 
available to decorate the angel ribbon. 
Hang on tree. 

 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 
Prayer List 

_______________     ________________        

 _______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

   
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.  

I do not give to you as the world gives.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled,  

and do not be afraid. 

John 14;:27  

 

 

 

Advent 4 – Sunday, December 24th 

   10:30 a.m. Worship Service  
wW/Holy Communion 

& 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Sunday, December 24th – 7:30 p.m. 

 
For unto us a child is born... 

~ Isaiah 9:6 

Please join us each Sunday for Worship 
Service at 10:30 a.m. 

All Are Welcome! 

 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
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Advent is a special time of the year. It marks the beginning of a new liturgical year 

within our church and it has significance because it is a season of looking forward and 

waiting for something greater; both for the annual celebration of the event of Christ's 

birth, and for the time when Christ will come again.  

One of the things I treasure the most during this season is the music, the Advent and 

Christmas hymns that herald the coming of Christ. From the ancient “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” sung on the first Sunday in 

Advent to the joyous strains of “Joy to the World” sung on Christmas Eve; from the hauntingly beautiful chorus of “What Child Is 

This?” to the quiet, assuring German folk hymn “Silent Night,” the Songs of Advent and Christmas reach deep into our hearts and stir 

believers to adoration and, I suspect, stir many unbelieving hearts to reconsider the old, old story. 

Why do these wonderful hymns affect us so much? One of the reasons is probably that they present beautiful poetry of the familiar 

words from the Bible. They serve as windows onto the biblical story. These songs, most of them, are designed to poetically express 

truths based directly on particular Scripture passages, especially out of the gospels about the birth and infancy of Jesus Christ and its 

significance for us as God’s redeemed people. And then, when you start singing, the tunes or the music enrich the praises and 

petitions that we lift up to God through this beautiful poetry found in these familiar and beloved songs. 

One of the hymns that I have come to cherish in later years is Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus. I had never heard it before I came 

to Canada. What a beautiful hymn! It was written by Charles Wesley, and first published in 1744. Charles Wesley (1707-1788) was 

an English leader in the Methodist movement, and the younger brother of Methodist founder John Wesley. 

In the hymn, Wesley wrote phrases such as “dear desire of every nation” and “joy of every longing heart.” Wesley understood that 

within every person, there is a deep longing to cherish something highly. At Christmas time, I think this feeling becomes recognizably 

stronger and it brings us to a place where we begin to think about these longings meaningfully. The world is full of different 

messages. Some will tell you to indulge these longings until you are the fulfillment of the higher meaning. Some will tell you that there 

is no higher meaning, that the longing is absurd. But what if there is a higher meaning? We long to know that our labors, toil, and 

suffering are not in vain. This is the call of Wesley’s hymn. The longings are not only to know that life is not an aimless accident, but 

that there are daily anxieties from which we wish to be free. Jesus came to give rest to the anxious, fortify the fearful, and set the 

captives free from bondage to sin. 

Wesley wrote: “Hope of all the earth thou art.” There is hope for all of the world because of who Jesus is. As we look to the God who 

is with us, we find God stepping into history as a man to make reconciliation between humanity and himself, and we find hope for all 

people. 

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus.” We are ready to receive you in our hearts, we are ready to open ourselves for the message of 

Advent and Christmas. Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 

 

 

 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
                                                                                          by Iris Kristjánsdóttir    
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Church Council 
 

At the Birch Hills Lutheran closing service on November 26, Messiah was presented with their Congregational Records.  The 110 

year (1907 – 2017) documented history of the congregation at Birch Hills and official records will come to Messiah as part of the 

merger process.  It was a worship of praise and thanksgiving for the life of this congregation, and as we were reminded throughout 

the service and in these final words: 
 

The same God and the same great power that has been among us here in Birch Hills will depart with each one of us like a 

river splitting into many streams.  As we embrace and say good-bye to this wonderful feast in God’s word and ministry here, 

know that the same God we’ve sought and enjoyed together will remain within each of us as we part. 
 

Messiah is blessed to be receiving these Lutheran sisters and brothers into our midst, including their gifts of hymnals, St. Peter’s 

cemetery, and $25,000 towards our shared ministry.  A service of welcome will be held on January 14, followed by a potluck lunch 

(note:  there won’t be a potluck lunch on the 1st Sunday of January but on the 2nd Sunday instead).  We will have a formal motion of 

welcome at the Messiah Annual General Meeting in March.  Let us extend our friendship and Christian love as we go through this 

time of coming together. 
 

Christmas Services will be held on Sunday, December 24, with the usual Sunday morning service and then later a Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service.  There will not be a service on December 25. 
 

Thanks to everyone that donated clothes for the various shelters and agencies in Prince Albert, food items for the Christmas 

Hampers, and who volunteered to staff the Salvation Army kettle at Walmart on December 16.   
 

Sunday School has been active with learning events and fun activities, assisting with worship service, and collecting pajama 

donations.  The Youth group has been participating in a bible study which will resume in the new year, corn maze at Rosthern, an 

escape room event, fund raising events for the CLAY trip to Thunder Bay in August 2018.  Thanks to Peyton Rindal and the parents 

and other volunteers who have help with the organization and coordination of these events. 

 

Property Management reports that the AED donated by the Men’s Group (thank you) is installed in the hallway outside the office.  

Carpets in the Peace Chapel and Sanctuary will be cleaned on December 13-14 so access to those areas will be restricted for 

those days. 
 

December 6 is the one-year anniversary of the Sahadi family arrival in Canada.  We hope to have them join us at the January 14 

potluck to show continued welcome and congregational support. 
 

As has become the practice on a quarterly basis, Pastor Iris will be away for the December 31 Sunday service so that she can take 

a short weekend vacation. 
 

The Annual General Meeting has been set for March 11, 2018, following the service.  Donna will be in touch regarding ministry 

team and church group reports required for the annual report.  Council’s next meeting is Tuesday, January 9, 2018, beginning at 

5pm. 
 

This Christmas as you count your blessings, pray for those who are dealing with loss, health issues, loneliness, and aren’t able to 

partake in this wonderful celebration.  It is easy to get lost in the flurry of activity during the holiday season.  May you receive the gift 

of time to take in the beauty and true meaning of the season, and have a Blessed Christmas! 

 

On behalf of Messiah Council 

Cheryl Bauer Hyde 

 



4 

 

 Caring Ministry & Community Service Team 

Update on the Sahadi Family: 
 
It has now been nearly one year since the Sahadi family arrived in Canada (they arrived on December 6th last year).  Over the past 
twelve months they have managed a huge amount of change with energy, grace, and humour. 
  
Iman and Abdulaziz continue to attend English classes.  Iman has done very well in her classes and has moved up class levels 
very quickly.  She still finds English very difficult, but it is very possible to have a conversation now (although still with some gaps 
and frustration and laughter).   She is a fabulous cook and a warm hostess who loves to feed and care for the people in her world.  
You cannot walk into their home without being given tea or coffee and something to eat.  Abdulaziz is also still in English classes, 
but he is very interested beginning to look for employment.  He will be making connections with supports in Prince Albert that assist 
people with navigating the job market.  He has proven to be a master negotiator and managed to buy a van for the family for an 
excellent price!  This has given the family much more independence, which has been really positive.  They have developed a solid 
circle of friends here over the year. 
  
The children (Mariam, Othman, Marwa) are all in school at John Diefenbaker.  The school has been an excellent place for all three 
children.  There are a number of Syrian students there, and the teachers have been supportive and kind.  When you go to the 
home, the children will often bring out homework assignments to show off.  They are rightfully proud of the progress they are 
making.  The children can speak and understand a remarkable amount of English.  Mariam, Othma, and Marwa are all taking 
Arabic lessons in the evenings now as well as it is important to the family to remain connected to their cultural roots.  The children 
have also been involved in a number of activities outside of school.  Activities such as soccer, library programming, and pottery 
have kept the children engaged and learning and enjoying their life here. 
 
The family has now moved from the apartment they started out in to a duplex right across the street, which means that the children 
did not have to switch schools.  The change has provided them with a much-needed bigger kitchen, an additional half-bathroom, 
their own laundry, and much more quiet and privacy.  They are really enjoying the new home.  They are especially enjoying not 
being awakened at night over and over with noise from the apartment above theirs! 

As I helped for a while in moving the family to the duplex, I was overwhelmed all over again at the love and support this 
congregation has shown this family.  One of their friends joked that they arrived with two suitcases, and just LOOK at what they 
have now!  We moved furniture and TVs and computers and bedding and kitchen goods and clothing and parkas and winter boots 
and every other thing that a family needs.  These items were donated and shared and funded and supported by all of you.  

The committee and the Sahadi family thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 

كرا ش كم  نا أعماق من ل لوب  ق

We are inviting the family to another church potluck sometime in the new year.  We will let you know when that is happening, so 
you will have a chance to greet the family again.  Our year of official sponsorship is now over.  However; for those of us on the 
committee, these friendships with this wonderful family will continue.  The Sahadis will still need support in navigating our complex 
systems as they continue to learn and grow.  They have terrible stories of the things they have lived through.  And they are so 
thankful for the opportunity to come to a place of safety.  Some of Abdulaziz’ first words to us were, “Canada is good”.   Canada is 
good.  And we are so blessed to have so many fine Canadians at Messiah Lutheran who have extended God’s love to those who 
were in need. 

The funds that were donated to support this family have not been exhausted.  The committee will be meeting to determine a course 
of action moving ahead.  It is clear to us that the money must be used to support refugees in some way.  We will be approaching 
the congregation formally at the annual meeting for more discussion about what to do now.  This has been an exciting journey for 
us at Messiah, and we know we still have exciting journeys ahead! 
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Messiah Lutheran Women (MLW) 
 

Bibles were presented on Sunday, December 3rd, 2017 to Grade 3 students from the MLW. 
Rozelyn Barlow ~ Ella Deobald-Holz ~ Emma LaBrash 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. Psalm 119:105 
 
 

 
A Christmas Party for all the ladies will be held in the Peace Chapel Tuesday, December 12th @ 7:00 p.m. 

♥Please bring an item for a potluck lunch such as appetizers, dainties, cheeses, crackers. 

♥We will participate in a Chinese gift exchange so please bring a wrapped $5 gift to exchange. 

♥We will collect a cash donation, if you wish, to give to the Women’s Shelter.  

If you would like a receipt, place donation in an envelope or give by check. (We’ll have some envelopes if you don’t). 

 

Bring a friend if you wish. 

Come enjoy singing, socializing, fun and . . . food! 

 
The Mitten Tree is up! 

During advent season mittens will be collected, scarves and toques for a PA Community School. 
 
 
 

H2H ~ T4T Youth Program – CLAY Fundraising Events 

Youth Corner 

Youth Fundraising in the beginning of December 

Lefse making on December 1-2: The youth will be making lefse in church with the help of adults in our 

congregation. The lefses will be for sale in church the next day and all proceeds will go towards the CLAY 

youth gathering next year. 

Hotdogs/chips/veggies lunch on December 3: The youth will host a Hotdogs/chips/veggies lunch after worship service on December 

3. All proceeds will go towards the CLAY youth gathering next year. 

H2H & T4T Christmas Party: The annual youth Christmas Party will take place on December 10. Confirmation youth (H2H) and 

older youth (T4T) are invited to attend. Fun games, Christmas message and great snack are just a few of the things that will 

happen. Make sure you’ll be there!  

Lessons & Carol Service December 17: In our Lessons & Carol Service on December 17, children and youth will reenact each 

lesson read from the Bible in a special way. We invite and encourage our youth to participate and help us create a wonderful visual 

experience for everyone present. Please let Pastor Íris know if you want to help out in the service. 
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Congregational News  . . . 

Do you have a prayer request?  

A few members gather each Tuesday in the Peace Chapel during the 

lunch hour to pray for known needs of our congregation, as well as 

our community, and current events in our world. If you have any 

prayer requests, please contact Pastor Iris or Donna Deobald to 

convey the particulars on Tuesday mornings. Your prayer requests  

remain confidential outside of the prayer group. 

 

Meatballs, Beef Supper & Beef on a Bun 

Thanks for the great congregational support for the Annual November 11 Beef Supper.  Thank you to the meatball rollers that 

gathered in October, everyone who donated food and pies, the musicians, youth group, and workers who assisted 

on Remembrance Day, and Donna in the office for her assistance.   

 

And Thank You to everyone who bought meatballs and roast beef, came out for the supper (343 in attendance) and supported the 

Beef on a Bun lunch.  We raised just over $5,450 in total which is an increase from last year, and is a significant contribution to our 

church finances.   

 

Ann & Roger Mayert 

Cheryl Bauer Hyde & Wayne Hyde   

 

December 3rd - First Sunday in Advent: 

"The Hanging of the Greens” 

This is a special service where we will all decorate the church with various Christmas decorations and reflect on how they can 
remind us of the true message of Christmas. People in our congregation will read scripture readings, children and youth will help 
decorate the church and everyone is invited to bring ornaments for the Christmas tree. If you want to add gifts under the tree that 
will go to children in our community, bring it with you to church. Also, if you want to participate in the service by reading or helping 
out in other ways, please let Donna or Pastor Iris know. 

 

Gifts from the Heart 
Wonder what to get that person that has everything? 

Check out the pamphlets on the back table in the Narthex. 

Gift ideas that change lives. 

A happy heart is the best service we can give to God. 

 CAROLING ANYONE? Meet at the church at 6:15 p.m. on Thursday, December 20th, 2017 

 

 DEOBALD – NAGY NEWS: Congratulations to Katie Deobald & Clint Nagy on the safe arrival of their son, 

 Kace Tucker Nagy born on Wednesday, November 29, 2017 weighing in at 7lbs 7oz. His big 

sister and brother, Ella and Jake think he‘s pretty special too, as do his grandparents, aunts  

and uncles and cousins! 

 

 GIVE A LITTLE LIFE DAY – Jennifer Rust and Merv Bender were 

helping out at the Victoria Hospital answering phones on December 1st.   

 

Moment of Prayer ~ Peace Chapel 

Come join us on Tuesdays at 12:15  

All Are We 

 
lcome! 
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“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 

and they will call him Immanuel – which means, ‘God with us.’” Matthew 1:23 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          My Christmas Message to Messiah! 
 
             The gift of love 

           The gift of peace 

        The gift of happiness 

       The gift of good health 

       The gift of forgiveness 

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas & Blessings in 2018. 

 

                Donna Deobald ♥ 

                                  Administrative Assistant 
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Thank you from Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) 

What a wonderful service on November 26.  The lessons, songs and stories about the work of CLWR 

reminded us of our partnership in striving for a world where people live in peace with hope, justice, dignity and equality, empowered 

to achieve their universal rights to quality of life and to have their basic needs met. 

As the SK Synod representative on the CLWR Board, some of my responsibilities include talking to congregations and Lutheran 

groups, both ELCIC and LCC, about the work of CLWR.  In addition, Board members are called upon to offer calls and notes of 

thanks for individuals and groups.  So, in this case, it is both my privilege and my joy to say thank you to the members of Messiah 

Lutheran for your ongoing support through the We Care and Gifts of the Heart programs as well as direct financial support to 

humanitarian and disasters responses.  I recently visited the We Care warehouse in Winnipeg, and it’s inspiring to talk to the staff 

there and see the extent of the donations from Lutherans across Canada.   

One of the stories at the CLWR service referred to work in Ethiopia.  As many of you know, Wayne and I travelled to Ethiopia last 

year with CLWR, and visited sites of the work referred to such as irrigation, and small-scale farming.  Immediately, pictures come to 

our minds of those incredibly hard-working people and the strides being made to ensure food security for those families in 

extremely drought-ridden parts of that country.  In January, we’ll travel to Jordan and the Holy Land to visit a project to renovate and 

repair 75 schools in Jordan and the work around the Elder Care and Palliative Medicine complex at Augusta Victoria Hospital at the 

Mount of Olives.  We’ll be excited to share stories and photos of our time when we return. 

So once again, thank you for your past, current and future support.  Christ calls us all to work together to serve others in their need, 

and this work simply could not be done with you. 

Cheryl Bauer Hyde    
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Worship during Advent and Christmas 2017 at Messiah 

 

 

 1st Sunday in Advent, December 3 

Hanging of the Green service @ 10:30am 
Hot dogs/chips/veggies lunch after service, hosted by youth, fundraising for their CLAY 2018 trip. Free will offering 
appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd Sunday in Advent, December 10 
Worship service with Holy Communion and Baptism @ 10:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Sunday in Advent, December 17 

Lessons and Carols service @ 10:30am 
Children and youth will reenact the Christmas story during the reading of lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th Sunday in Advent – Christmas Eve, December 24 
 Worship service with Holy Communion @ 10:30am                     

 

Christmas Candlelight Service @ 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Sunday of Christmas, December 31 

Worship service @ 10:30am     

 


