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Our Mission Statement: 

           “Through the hearing and sharing of God’s Word, we, as a 

worshipping community, encourage a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. In faith, we reach out with Christ-like caring for the community and 

the world in which we live.” 

Upcoming Events 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The potluck in November will be held on 

November 12th.  No need to bring anything for 
this month except yourself and $5.   

Lunch will consist of “beef on a bun”. 
Thank you to Wayne & Cheryl and Anne & Roger 

for looking after these arrangements. 

 

BIBLE STUDIES THIS FALL: Together by Grace: 

Introducing the Lutherans 

Our Bible study for this fall centers on the theme of the 

500th anniversary of the Reformation. The study is 

called Together by Grace: Introducing the Lutherans. 

We continue to meet on Wednesdays in November, 

starting at 7pm to 8:30pm in the Peace Chapel.  

All are welcome to participate. 

 

Remembrance Day Fall Supper 

 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 ~ 4pm – 6pm  

(Doors open at 3:30pm) 

Adult: $15 

Children 6 – 12: $8 

5 & Under: Free 

Menu featuring: 

Roast Beef, Meat Balls and Pie! 

November 
Prayer List 

_______________     ________________        

 _______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

_______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.  

I do not give to you as the world gives.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled,  

and do not be afraid. 

John 14;:27  

 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/


2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the past year the 500th anniversary of the Reformation has been held high 

within Lutheran churches throughout the world, including ours. Many events have 

been organized to commemorate this important moment in history when Martin 

Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses, criticizing the excesses and corruption of 

the church of his time. October 31st marks the date of the posting of his theses, a 

date that has commonly become known in recent history as Halloween. But why 

did Luther post his theses on this day in particular? Had it anything to do with 

what we now call Halloween, or the day after, All Saint’s Day? Indeed it had. 

Halloween in 16th century Germany was nothing like today's extravaganza of 

costumes and sugar comas. Despite its Christianized name (All Hallows Eve, the origin of the name “Halloween”), Halloween’s 

deepest roots are pagan. Its origin is Celtic and has to do with summer sacrifices to appease the lord of death, and evil spirits. To 

escape the attacks of evil spirits, people would put on disguises to look like evil spirits themselves. Christians tried to confront these 

pagan rites by offering a Christian alternative, All Hallows’ Day, or All Saints Day, that celebrated the lives of faithful Christian saints 

on November 1.  

All Hallows’ Day or All Saints’ Day was first celebrated on May 13, 609, and was later changed to November 1. By the 9th century, 

the practice of celebrating this day was widely spread within the church. Its origin lies earlier in the common commemorations of 

Christian martyrs. Over time these celebrations came to include not only the martyrs, but all saints. During the Reformation the 

Protestant churches came to understand “saints” in its New Testament usage as including all believers and reinterpreted the feast 

of All Saints as a celebration of the unity of the entire church. 

All Souls’ Day or the Day of the Dead is normally celebrated, primarily by Roman Catholics, on November 2. This is a day dedicated 

to prayer and almsgiving in memory of ancestors who have died. People pray for the souls of the dead, in an effort to hasten their 

transition from purgatory to heaven by being purged and cleansed from their sins. Within many Protestant churches, All Saints Day 

is indeed celebrated. We gather for worship on All Saints Sunday, where we commemorate the saints that have gone before us, all 

believers and people of faith, our ancestors who have died, and we pray for the unity of the entire church. 

When Luther posted his theses on October 31st, All Hallows Eve, he most likely knew that since it was All Saints Day the day after, 

a crowd would gather to church to honor the many relics of saints that were there, and therefore his theses would be seen by many. 

His dismay for the distribution of indulgences in connection to people’s belief and trust in relics and purgatory might also have 

prompted his decision to post his protests on this day. We’ll never know for sure, but just maybe there's a direct line from the coin 

buckets of indulgence peddlers to today's Halloween candy buckets. Who knows! 

There’s always a story behind every great action, and no matter how we look at the Protestant Reformation, its beginning and 

continuing effects, Luther’s action on what we now call Reformation Day triggered a reform within the church that spread out 

throughout the world. The Protestant Reformation was the rediscovery of the doctrine of justification — that is, salvation by grace 

alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Instead of the treasury of merit that was for sale, Luther protested, “The true treasure of 

the Church is the Most Holy Gospel of the glory and the grace of God” (Thesis 62). This was Luther’s desire for Reformation Day. 

 

 

Holy Days and Halloween 

                                                                                                                                                     by Iris Kristjánsdóttir    
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Church Council 

Peyton Rindal has agreed to serve as coordinator for youth events.  She will be the contact for communication and assistance 

between youth/parents for planned events.  We give thanks to Peyton for her work with our church youth group. 

Property Management Team plans for the parking lot (dividers for parking) and repair/covering of the front steps will be delayed 

until spring.  As an interim step, marks will be installed in the parking lot to mark the concrete dividers.  Cooler weather and 

availability of people to do this work were the main reasons for postponement of these plans. 

As reported last month, Merv Bender is serving as congregational coordinator of the LTS Lay Academy.  Registration either on-line 

or through the office for the November 18 and 25 sessions titled Connecting Conversations:  The Arrival.  

Worship plans include designating services highlighting the efforts of Canadian Lutheran World Relief in November, and Kinasao 

Lutheran Bible Camp in February/March.   

Please join Birch Hills Lutheran at their closing service on November 26 at 3pm, followed by a cold-item potluck.  Keep these 

Lutheran sisters and brothers in your prayers, as they go through this time of change and farewell.  Plans are being made for a 

welcome service at Messiah in January 2018. 

On behalf of Messiah Council 
Cheryl Bauer Hyde 

 

Messiah Lutheran Women (MLW) 
 

Fall Faire was held on October 28. The number of people attending was down and the bake table items and sales were down as well. 
The craft table did well as we had some higher ticket wood crafts along with a good variety of other crafts. 

 
A big thanks to those who donated to our craft and bake tables and those delicious desserts. 
 
To those who attended the sale, those who worked for the sale – thank you! 
 
Corrine Amymotte 
MLW 
 
 

 

Caring Ministry & Community Service Team 
 

 
 
Donations will be collected during the month of November. Please drop off your clothing 
during office hours, or on Sunday the week of the 12, 19 and 26th.   
 

Look for the sign-up sheet for the “Ringing of the Bells” for the Salvation Army  
Christmas Kettle!  Your help is appreciated.  
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Sunday School News . . . .  

 

October was a busy month for the Sunday School.  We now have 18 children 

registered and have a normal class size of around 13 children participating each 

week.  For Thanksgiving we studied the lesson of the 10 lepers and decorated 

mini pumpkins for a table center piece to share with the family.  The rest of the 

month our focus was on the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  The children 

learned about the Luther Rose and created a lantern craft which they used as a 

prop during the October 29th celebration.  

The children also learned the song "This 

Little Light of Mine" which they shared with 

the congregation at the Reformation 500 

Service, and participated in the service by 

lighting candles and assisting the ushers in 

their various duties.  A big thank you to Colleen Bowen and Tracy Feher for working with the 

children to learn and perform their song!  The kids were quite excited to be a part of the 

service and we're hoping to give them more opportunities in the coming months to do so.   

  

This month the children will create a Remembrance Day craft to decorate the sanctuary, as well as discuss the topic of 

remembrance - what it means both in light of Remembrance Day, but also in daily prayer and a relationship with Jesus.  There will 

be no formal Sunday School on November 12th as our numbers may be low due to the long weekend, but a craft will be provided 

instead during the service.  On November 19th Colleen Bowen will lead the children to start learning a new song for the Dec 3rd 

Hanging of the Greens service, and we will have a review of the song on the 26th and create a Christmas calendar.   

  

This month we are starting a new program at Messiah Lutheran which is an Older Youth Sunday School.  We have a small pool of 

able and willing volunteers who have offered to lead the older youth in a journey through the Bible through a program called Route 

66.  Aside from an opportunity to study the Bible and test their Biblical knowledge, the program also encourages discussion and 

questions older youth may have about the Bible or church in general.  This program is aimed at youth over the age of 10 (although 

if the under 12 crowd prefers the younger version of Sunday School they are welcome to attend that instead), and begins at the 

same time as the regular Sunday school in the Movie Room.  Thank you to Merv Bender for volunteering to lead the first session 

November 5th! 

  

Please keep the Sunday School and ministry to youth in your prayers.  We welcome any new children at church who would like to 

participate in Sunday School. There is a registration form for parents to fill out so we can get to know your child. Children under the 

age of 5 are welcome to attend as well, but we ask that a parent or guardian stays with them.  If you have an interest in assisting 

with the Sunday School programs, or have questions please let me know at dranne@sasktel.net or stop by the Sunday School 

rooms immediately following the service.   

  

Sincerely, 

Anne Barlow 

Volunteer Sunday School Coordinator 
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T4T Youth Program – CLAY Fundraising Events 

Corn Maze in Rosthern in October 

Messiah youth, along with youth from Shellbrook, were invited to Corn Maze event in 

Rosthern on October 22nd. We all had such a wonderful time! We enjoyed great hospitality 

from the youth at Trinity Lutheran Church who invited us for supper and then lead the way to 

the Corn Maze. What an amazing adventure! We are very thankful to the congregation of 

Trinity Lutheran in Rosthern and we hope that this will become an annual event within these 

congregations. 

Bible Studies in Sunday School 

In the month of November, youth are invited to join the children in Sunday School for a special Bible study. Members from our 

congregation will be leading the study and all children/youth age 11 to 16 are welcome.  

Remembrance Day Fall Supper – Servant Event for Youth 

On November 11, Messiah will host their annual Remembrance Day Fall Supper event. Messiah youth will be serving tables during 

the supper and helping out with various other tasks. Peyton Rindal is coordinating this event and parents of youth are encouraged 

to contact her to sign up their youth for service. Peyton’s email is: peyton_rindal9@msn.com  

Youth Fundraising in November and December 

Mom’s Pantry: The youth are taking orders for Mom’s Pantry in November. Ordering sheets are 

available at the office. The order deadline is November 12. Delivery date will be announced later. 

Lefse making on December 2: The youth will be making lefse in church with the help of adults in our congregation. The lefses will 

be for sale in church the next day and all proceeds will go towards the CLAY youth gathering next year. 

Chilli and bun on December 3: The youth will host a chilli and bun lunch after worship service on December 3. All proceeds will go 

towards the CLAY youth gathering next year. 

H2H & T4T Christmas Party 

The annual youth Christmas Party will take place on December 10. Confirmation youth (H2H) and older youth (T4T) are invited to 

attend. Fun games, Christmas message and great snack are just a few of the things that will happen. Make sure you’ll be there!  

 

  

Do you have a prayer request?  

A few members gather each Tuesday in the Peace Chapel during the 

lunch hour to pray for known needs of our congregation, as well as 

our community, and current events in our world. If you have any 

prayer requests, please contact Pastor Iris or Donna Deobald to 

convey the particulars on Tuesday mornings. Your prayer requests  

remain confidential outside of the prayer group. 

 

Moment of Prayer ~ Peace Chapel 

Come join us on Tuesdays at 12:15  

All Are Welcome! 

 

mailto:peyton_rindal9@msn.com
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Congregational 

                December 3rd - First Sunday in Advent: 

"The Hanging of the Greens” 

This is a special service where we will 
all decorate the church with various 

Christmas decorations and reflect on how they can remind 
us of the true message of Christmas. People in our 
congregation will read scripture readings, children and 
youth will help decorate the church and everyone is invited 
to bring ornaments for the Christmas tree. If you want to 
add gifts under the tree that will go to children in our 

community, bring it with you to church. Also, if you want to 
participate in the service by reading or helping out in other 
ways, please let Donna or Pastor Iris know. 

 

Gifts from the Heart 
Wonder what to get that person that has everything?   

Check out the pamphlets on the back table in the Narthex. 

Gift ideas that change lives. 

A happy heart is the best service we can give to God. 

 
 

 PETTEM NEWS: Congratualations to Shannon Pettem who was a finalist for the CPHR Saskatchewan Distinguished Career 
award.  Shannon says, “It was an excellent experience and an honour to have made it as a finalist“.  Check out the link to the 
video that was shown at the CPHR Saskatchewan conference in Saskatoon on October 3.  
https://www.cphrsk.ca/page/DistinguishedCareer. Way to go Shannon! 

 CLAVELLE NEWS: Wonderful Clavelle family news to share: our son, Brett married Vianney Medina Vega 

on October 22 in Banff, Alberta! We are so pleased to have a daughter-in-law! 

 

 Christmas Season is approaching and Messiah is once again helping out by providing 6 hampers to 

community schools.  We are asking the congregation to bring something that you would like to have for your Christmas 

dinner! We will provide the turkey/ham for each hamper. Our goal is to complete the Christmas meal hampers by Friday, 

December 15th. Thank you all in advance for your gifts of food.  Call Donna in the office if you have any questions. 

 

 HAUGEN NEWS: Hi to all from the sunny and warm south (it’s been 30-35 C every day). We arrived at our trailer here in 

Yuma on Friday. The trip down was uneventful...weather good, roads excellent and our bodies didn’t complain much. There 

were beautiful fall colours, especially in the Salt Lake City area. We have spent the last three days getting our lives arranged 

moving in, cleaning, shopping for groceries, etc. We are quite settled in and enjoying visiting with our friends and 

acquaintances from previous years. ~ Ken and Betty 

 

 On Sunday, November 19th, Bill Baerwald will be playing his saxaphone as pre-worship music. 

Everyone is invited to come a little early to enjoy the music.  

 

 
 

 Kylie Kvinlaug: Age: 39    Category: Teaching and Healthcare 
Dr. Kylie Kvinlaug is the program director for Surgical Foundations. (Submitted to CBC) 

Dr Kvinlaug is originally from Prince Albert and attended medical school, and completed a general surgery 
residency through the University of Saskatchewan. He has been instrumental in bringing new technology to the 
Saskatoon Health Region, after completing a vascular fellowship at McGill University. He has modernized our 
endovascular aneurysm program, expanding the patients we can treat with minimally invasive surgery. He also 
modernized our vein program, to the point it is the most comprehensive public program in Canada, including 

radiofrequency vein ablation, and ultrasound guided treatments, allowing less painful, minimally invasive options to treat vein 
disease. Dr. Kvinlaug is a dedicated and highly rated assistant professor at the University of Saskatchewan. He is the program 
director for Surgical Foundations, and overseas the first two years of education for all surgical residents, who have recently been 
doing very well on national licensing exams. 

https://www.cphrsk.ca/page/DistinguishedCareer
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We Care Program: Since 1946, CLWR has sent aid to people experiencing need around 
the world. CLWR’s We Care program continues to ship thousands of urgently needed 
supplies every year through the donations of dedicated congregations, service groups 

and individuals like you. Your gifts of love are received by people affected by poverty or displaced by war, hunger or natural 
disaster, and are vital to the operation of hospitals, schools, refugee camps and development programs. Your support 
changes lives. 

At Messiah Lutheran, we have participated in the We Care Program over the last several years through the filling of We Care bags. 
There are different bags that can be filled:  Baby Bundles, Sewing Kits, Living and Learning Kits, Hygiene Kits, and Teacher’s Kits. 
There is also the opportunity to make quilts and blankets, pillowcase dresses, boys' shorts, and even little hand-knit We Care 
bears!  We will be distributing We Care bags towards the end of November, and beginning to collect them the first Sunday of 
Advent, December 3rd, at our Hanging of the Greens service.  There will be sheets in the narthex with details about how to pack 
these kits (and how to make the quilts, clothing, and bears!).  Details can also be found on the CLWR website (clwr.org under 
the “resources” tab).   

Please consider contributing towards this program to support some of the world’s neediest of our brothers and sisters.  Keep your 
eyes open for the information sheets, check out the website, and start collecting now to fill the bags so we can bring them back 
through the Advent season.  ~ Colleen Bowen 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

A heart-felt thank you to everyone who joined in the Reformation 500 Commemoration Event @ the WDM October 28. 
2017. By all accounts y’all enjoyed the decorations, the meal, the musical offerings, the comic-relieve and of, course our guest 
speaker Donna Pyle.  Without Y’all’s attendance it would not have happened.  Notice: Donna Pyle’s books FORGIVENESS $22; 
QUENCHED $23; WITHOUT THIS RING $21; GOD OF ALL COMFORT $22 – tax included, will still be available 
through November 15 from Renate Bishopp 306-343-0156; hisrib@shaw.ca.  And thanks so much for your continuing support of 
LuMinHoS, our Lutheran Hospital Chaplaincy ministry in Saskatoon - who made the arrangements for that fine evening together! 

+ Allan Grundahl, LuMinHoS Volunteer Communication Coordinator 

 

 

The Lay Academy presents 

CONNECTING CONVERSATIONS: THE ARRIVAL 

“Our Bishops on Advent” 

Expectation. Preparation. Anticipation. Hope. Longing. And then, Good News! 

We have all gone through the process of waiting for something yearned for. For some, the waiting can be like an eternity.  

Today, as is in the past, there is the hunger for good news. And finally it arrives - Christ is Coming! 

Advent – the season where the we prepare not just for celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, but also for Christ’s second coming.  

We remember how our Lord comes to us in our daily lives. 

Join Bishop Sid Haugen of the SK Synod, Bishop Larry Kochendorfer of the ABT Synod, Bishop Elaine Sauer of the MNO Synod, 

and Bishop Greg Mohr of the BC Synod as they discuss the Advent texts and help us to ‘get ready and remember’.  

Our four Bishops of the Western Synod will be conversing together with us and one another on the Readings of Advent. 

Mark your calendars for November 18th and 25th and save the dates! 

It will be a time of illuminating insights, learnings, dialogue and more. Bring your Bible and rediscover 

“The Arrival of Advent” again. 

The sessions will run from: 

10:30 am to 1:00 pm SK/MB Time 

Registration fees are $27 per session or $52 for the 2 dates.  Further information on Registration and Sites of attendance can 

be found on the Lay Academy website. 

Contact Person for Messiah:  Merv Bender @ cell 306.960.8346 

 

http://clwr.org/
https://webmail.sasktel.net/mail/message.php?index=27568&mailbox=bWJveA%3D%3D&window=true
mailto:hisrib@shaw.ca
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One Night in November  

by Rick Ronning 

 

 

The wind came swirling, curling down the street of a prairie 

town. An old man shuffled slowly on, he didn’t make a 

sound. His eyes were down his collar up and his strength 

was running low, the wind whipped wildly at his neck as he 

plodded through the snow. His clothes were dark and 

sombre from his hat down to his vest, the only glimpse of 

colour was a poppy on his chest. He was heading for the 

Legion like a hundred times before, to remember fallen 

comrades who had paid the price for war. When up ahead 

he saw them, two men of younger years, they were walking 

with a swagger that showed they’d had some beers. Just 

then the young men noticed him and he saw from their 

faces, they’d have some fun with him tonight, they’d put 

him through his paces. Hey, old man, you’re a veteran 

right, you won some ancient war, your stories of great 

valour, we’ve heard them all before. Who cares what 

happened long ago and now that it’s November, you’ll 

gather in your Legion halls and say we must remember, 

how brave you were in bygone days, a hero tried and true, 

we don’t believe you’ve ever shot a gun, just look at you. 

Your body’s bent; your hands are gnarled and shaking as 

you walk. Your eyes have long since lost their shine and 

you can barely talk. Those medals that you’re wearing 

there, they really take the cake, we think they don’t mean 

anything, like you they’re just a fake.  One man grabbed 

the medals and threw them in the snow, He ground his 

boot upon them, and then he turned to go. When suddenly 

the old man was standing in his way, before you walk away 

from me, there’s something I must say. My brother was a 

sailor; he sailed upon the sea, beneath the North Atlantic 

he now spends eternity. My sister was a nurse; she was 

sworn to save lives, and she wrote many letters to the 

mothers and the wives, of men who died there in her arms 

while calling out their name, and to this day it’s sad to say, 

she’s never been the same. My best friend’s shattered 

body, gave out at Normandy, though blown apart he gave 

his heart for life and liberty. My mother died of a broken 

heart in 1945, of five kids that had gone to war, only two 

survived.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I flew a Halifax bomber, over German skies, and caused 

tremendous suffering, but never heard the cries, of all the 

little children that died there in their beds I pray to God a 

blessing on their tiny little heads. And sometimes when the 

night is long and I am all alone, I wake up thinking of those 

kids and think I hear their moans. And yet you say it 

doesn’t matter, that we all went to war, to fight for peace 

and liberty and saw the blood and gore, I may not be a 

hero, but this I’ll tell you son, the freedom that you have 

today’s because that war was won. The old man turned 

and walked away, through the wind and snow, 

The young men stood in silence, and sadly watched him 

go. That night they understood the price of freedom can be 

dear, one stared at the old man’s back and brushed away a 

tear. The other grabbed the medals up and suddenly gave 

chase, he’d catch the old men walking with his slow 

uneven pace. But as he turned the corner, there lying in the 

street, he saw a crumpled body, a poppy at its feet. 

Through tears he pinned the medals back on to the old 

man’s vest, he held the silent, wrinkled face so tight against 

his chest. The old man’s soul had taken flight to heaven on 

that night, his friends and family welcomed him and now 

his heart was light. The two young men he left behind that 

cold night in November, had met a man who fought and 

died, a hero they’d remember. Now every year when 

autumn comes to that little prairie town, when leaves have 

long since left the trees and snow is falling down, by a 

lonely grave outside of town two solemn figures stand, and 

think of other soldier’s graves, in some foreign land. Then 

they say a silent prayer for peace with heads bent low, and 

when they leave, they leave behind a poppy in the snow. 

 


