
First Reading is Isaiah 55:10-13 
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until 
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it. 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field 
shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

Psalm 65:1-13 (read responsively) 
1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled. 

 2To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall 
come. 
 3Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions. 

 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to 
dwell there! They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, 
by the holiness of your temple.   
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O 
hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 

 6You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded 
about with might. 
 7You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the 
peoples. 

 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at 
your marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the dusk to sing 
for joy.   
    9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of 
God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

 10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with 
heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the 
hills be clothed with joy. 
 
Second Reading is from Roman 8:1-11: 1There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the 
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Gospel is from Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23: 1That same day Jesus went out of the 
house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got 
into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since 
they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they 
had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 
up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!”  18“Hear then the 
parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no 
root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, 
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is 
the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
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PENTECOST 6 
Sunday, July 16, 2017 

******************************************************************************** 

Service Leader:  Rev. Íris Kristjánsdóttir                              
Organist:  Elaine Serfas 
Lector:               Vimy Penner   
Greeter:   Annette Ulmer 
Ushers:   Vimy & Jim Penner  
Communion Assistants:  Rev. Dennis Serfas 
   Hazel Schultz    
                                           Merv Bender 
************************************************************************************************** 

to all who are visiting with us this morning.  Please 
sign our guest register in the entry.  We hope you 

will feel free to come often. Please remember to wear nametags so that, with 
visitors and people new to the congregation, we can all get to know each 
other.    
************************************************************************************************** 

This facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system. 

Please ask an usher for a receiver. 
************************************************************************************************** 

For the week of July 18 – July 23, 2017 
Monday, Saturday & Sunday – Office Closed 

 
Pastor Iris will be out of the office July 20 – August 10  

 
Tuesday – July 18             
Wednesday – July 19           9am – 4pm – Office Opened 
Thursday – July 20 
Friday – July 21 
  
Sunday – July 23 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service w/Rev. Daniel A. Haugen 

 

Congratulations to Rev. Íris Kristjánsdóttir.  
Pastor Íris has been elected to ELCIC National Church Council 

as the Saskatchewan Synod’s rostered representative. 
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PENTECOST 6  
 SUNDAY, JULY 16, 2017 

SERVICE OF WORD AND PRAYER 
 

Welcome & Announcements 

 
Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 65) 
  

Come and worship, everyone on earth,  
everywhere the sun shines, 
let us praise God together! 

  
For listening when we call, answering our prayers,  
forgiving our mistakes, and providing what we need: 

         let us praise God together! 
  

Come and worship, everyone on earth,  
everywhere the sun shines, 
let us praise God together! 

  
Opening Hymn #824 

 ~ This Is My Father’s World 
 
Confession and Forgiveness (see on overhead) 
Gathering 
 
Hymn of Praise #844  

~ Praise to the Lord 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: Almighty God, we thank you for planting 
in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to 
receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and 
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Readings:     
1ST Lesson: Isaiah 55:10-13 

  The Word of the Lord . . . 
              . . . Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 65:1-13 (read responsively) 
 

2nd Lesson: Roman 8:1-11 
   The Word of the Lord . . . 
                                                          . . . Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Hymn #512  
  ~ Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil   
    

  Glory to you, O Lord . . . 
Gospel Reading:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

    . . .   Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon:   Rev. Íris Kristjánsdóttir                            
 
Hymn of the Day #508 

~ As Rain from the Clouds 
 
Apostles’ Creed    
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sharing of Peace 
         

 
 
Offering & Offertory Hymn #187 (OSB) 

~ Seek Ye First 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
     The Lord be with you.   
 And also with you. 
     Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Words of Institution 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
The Distribution: 
Instrumental Music 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn: #550  
~ On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

DISMISSAL 
L  Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Mildred Litzenberger, 
Carrie Bellerose (daughter of Judy and Ray 
McCallum), Penny Rascher, Pastor Harold & Elaine 

Hesje, Janice Dauggard, (niece to Lisa Rascher), Sarah Reynolds 
(granddaughter to Ken & Betty Haugen), Morris Anderson, Audrey 
Hodgson, Verner Soderberg, Ida Graupe, Audrey Jensen, May 
Dragseth, the refugee family Abdulaziz (Dad), Iman (Mom) and 
their children Mariam, Othman and Marwa Sahadi.   
 

Our sympathy & condolences to 
Elaine & Dennis Serfas, Jessica & Brian Grosskleg  
on the passing of Elaine’s father Ed Schatkoski on 

 July 13, 2017.  The Funeral Service is Tuesday, July 18, 2017  
at 2:00 p.m. in Mt. Calvary Lutheran, Swift Current, SK.  

Please keep the Serfas and Schatkoski families in your prayers. 
 

   To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.  
(Palm 25:1) 

 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS 
July   2          62            $3,985.00 
July   9                  86                    $1,170.75 

              
Remember Messiah Lutheran Church in your prayers. 

 
 


